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sites.  You can get to those linked address by typing the addresses into your browser.  
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Introduction  
 
Several of the people who lived in Vardaman 
from the earliest days of the town have written 
their memories. These have included 
information concerning the original stores, 
churches, homes, residents, and officials. 
These pioneers are no longer with us and there 
are so many questions that we wish we had 
thought to ask them! Others with knowledge of 
the townôs later years are still here.  We should 
take advantage of their memories while we can 
as well as using all other material we can find. 
 
Peggy Skinner, Norman Griffin, Dewitt 
Spencer, and Zilla Spencer, among others, had 
long suggested that a history of Vardaman 
should be researched and written. I was 
encouraged to take on this task and was offered 
help in doing so by these fine people and many 
others.  The Vardaman History Project (VHP) 
is the  outgrowth of those suggestions.  
 
The project team is an informal and volunteer group made up of residents and former residents of 
Vardaman.  We are trying to gather as much of the existing historical material about Vardaman and the 
surrounding area as can be found, to do additional research, and to present this information in  
multimedia form to anyone who is interested. 
  
To help this along, a VHP Group on Facebook was begun in the fall of 2012 to stir interest in the project  
and to provide a convenient place for sharing information and photographs. It has been, and still is, very 
successful in doing this. The VHP website at www.vardaman-history-project.us was created in 2013 to 
begin sharing information that was being gathered.   
 
I am the chairman of the team, the webmaster, and also the editor of this publication.  I can be reached at 
850 862-8642 or at youngjmy@cox.net; and I welcome your suggestions and information. 
 
There is a page in this document which acknowledges the people that have contributed information and 
photos and publications that provided valuable resources.  Many of these represent massive amounts of 
research and work and the authors are to be warmly congratulated and appreciated. 
 
The Facebook Group site, the VHP website, and this document are sponsored by the VHP and the 
comments here do not necessarily reflect the official views of the town of Vardaman, Mississippi. 
Unless otherwise noted, all contents are ©VHP, however the copyright for shared photographs and other 
donated material remains with the owners.   
 
Written material here, if not otherwise credited, was written by me and I apologize in advance for any 
errors that I may have made.  
 

Jim  Young  
James Morgan Young 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 
September 2014 

 

http://www.vardaman-history-project.us/
mailto:youngjmy@cox.net
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Vardaman, Mississippi  
History and Memories  

 
Before There Was a Vardaman  

 
The Territory of Mississippi  existed from April 
7, 1798, until December 10, 1817, when the 
western part of the territory was admitted to the 
Union as the state of Mississippi. The area that 
later became Vardaman was part of the 
Chickasaw Nation until the provisions of the 
1832 Treaty of Pontotoc Creek were met in 1836. 
 
Before 1830, most white men coming into this 
area were explorers, adventurers, and traders. 
Around 1830, the typical immigrant was a family 
man seeking to establish a home. Most were of 
Anglo-Saxon stock from the eastern seaboard 
states of VA, the Carolinas, GA, or from the 
western states of TN and KY. 
 
The Treaty of Pontotoc opened the door to land 
companies and the formation of Chickasaw 
County which was created in 1836. The treaty 
required the federal government to sell the 
Chickasaw land and then to give the Chickasaws 
the proceeds from the sale, minus any cost 
involved in selling it. Land offices were set up to 
handle the sale and most of the sales for the area 
that became Vardaman were made at Pontotoc. 
Some of the land was purchased by individual 
settlers, but large areas were purchased by land  
speculators to sell at a profit.  The land that 
became Vardaman is located in Township 14 
South, Range 1 East. 
 
After about 1839 settlers began arriving in the 
areas surrounding the land which would become 
Vardaman and which now are considered part of 

"greater" Vardaman. Communities started form-
ing to become Thorn to the northeast; Cherry Hill 
and Ellzey to the north; Rocky Mount, Reid, and 
Poplar Springs further north; Loyd to the north-
west; New Liberty and Hollis to the west; Benela 
to the southwest; and Erin and Atlanta to the 
south. Smaller communities which are now just 
memories included Center Point, Pine Ridge, 
Shirley Ridge, and Pumpkin Center. 
 
When Vardaman was incorporated, first as a 
village and a few months later upgraded to a 
town, it included some of the land in Sections 2, 
3, 10, and 11 of Township 14 South, Range 1 
East. 
 
According to Federal Bureau of Land 
Management records, The original purchasers of 
land in Sections 2, 3, 10, and 11 were: Wiley 
Bagwell, Daniel Blue, William Conner, William 
H. Duke, Uriah McGarity, John A. McNeil, 
Kenneth McRae, John F. Moore, Simpson Rawls, 
William A. Sumner, James I. Wilson, and 
Gregory Wooton. The purchase dates range from 
1845 through 1856. This land had most likely 
been sold and resold many times during the 
remainder of the 1800s, and those listed above 
were probably not still the owners at the time 
Vardaman was formed. 
 
A list of all the people who originally bought the 
land in this area directly from the federal 
government can be found on the VHP web site at 
www.vardaman-history-project.us/BLM GLO Records.htm 

 
 

The Coming of the Railroad  
 
The town of Vardaman resulted from a decision by the Southern Railway Company to build a branch 
line from Okolona into Calhoun County. The people of eastern Calhoun County had long hoped for a 
railroad into the area. There had been false alarms and some people had lost significant amounts of 
money when the proposed projects were abandoned. However, one proposed route had been surveyed 
and that route came through Ellzey. Thomas W. Young, a state senator, lived in Ellzey and was active in 
supporting the construction of this branch. The September 3, 1902 issue of the weekly Calhoun Monitor 
reported that "Senator Young went to the Railroad meeting last week at Okolona. He says everything is 
in fine shape for the road and that the surveyors will be in Houston next week and he will meet them 
there and conduct them to Ellzey".  
 

http://www.vardaman-history-project.us/BLM%20GLO%20Records.htm
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However, the next issue of the paper reported that the surveyors didn't show up for the meeting with 
Senator Young. The paper said, "We donôt know the cause unless the road was of such little importance 
that the Senator was not considered in the matter. ..." That was a bad omen. In December, 1902, an item 
in the paper foretold the fate of Ellzey: It said: "Mr. Zack Harper of Okolona who has of late been 
figuring sharply in real estate in this community has countermanded his instructions to his local agent 
here, Mr. B.M. Ellzey, and says he doesn't want any more land. This speaks high for the railroad, but 
vice versa to its coming along the old survey." 
 
What had happened was that the railroad company had ordered another survey. This new route followed 
along the northern edge of the Yalobusha River flood plain from Houston and offered significant cost 
savings over the Ellzey route because of the flatter terrain which required fewer cuts and fills.  

 
Ellzey, or Ellzey Town as it was called, was a thriving village of several stores, a post office, and a fine 

school called Cherry Hill. A road ran south from Ellzey 
to a bridge on the Yalobusha River and then on to the 
town of Atlanta. Atlanta was also a thriving town with 
several stores including a nice brick one occupied by 
Nace Crawford with a big selection of merchandise. 
There were two doctors living there and it was a busy 
little place. The road between Ellzey and Atlanta was, 
even in summertime, only a series of mudholes and a 
trail winding between huge trees; but it still provided 

the capability for frequent travel between the two settlements. The new railroad route crossed this road 
about three miles south of Ellzey and this is where a new settlement began to grow as the railroad 
construction began 
 
The new route for the railroad caused Ellzey to begin to fade away as stores and businesses moved south 
to be on the railroad. Some folks sold their land at Ellzey and moved down there. Some of the merchants 
tore down their buildings and used the materials to rebuild at the new settlement that sprang up. Others 
remained in their homes and on their farms in Ellzey and endured longer trips to the stores and 
businesses. The post office at Ellzey was disestablished in January 1908 and mail for Ellzey residents 
was routed to Timberville which is what the post office in Vardaman was named at the time. 
 

The selected route ran west-southwest from Houston, past the Hall community and Pyland, just south of 

the Hollis community, slightly south of Derma Village, and terminated at a new settlement which would 

be renamed Calhoun City. 
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The first train arrived at Vardaman on Saturday, November 12, 1904. Construction of the line continued 
further west and the tracks arrived at Derma in 1905 and at Calhoun City in 1906. 
 
Actions had already started to incorporate the settlement which had grown up south of Ellzey. James K. 
Vardaman was popular in Calhoun County and had visited the county and had spoken at a huge political 
rally in 1903 at the Hollis bridge over the Yalobusha, a few miles west of the new settlement. When it 
came time to select a name for the new settlement the following year, 'Vardaman' was the name selected 
and the new governor, James K. Vardaman, signed the proclamation giving it that name. 
 
 

James Kimble Vardaman  
 
James Kimble Vardaman (July 26, 1861 ï 
June 25, 1930) served as Governor of Mississippi 
from 1904 to 1908 and in the U.S. Senate from 
1913 to 1919. Vardaman, known as "The Great 
White Chief", advocated white supremacy. He 
said "if it is necessary every Negro in the state 
will be lynched; it will be done to maintain white 
supremacy."  
 
Vardaman was born near Edna, Jackson County, 
Texas and moved in 1868 with his parents to 
Yalobusha County, Mississippi. He went on to 
study law and became editor of a newspaper, the 
Greenwood Commonwealth. 
 
As a Democrat, Vardaman served in the 
Mississippi House of Representatives from 1890 
to 1896 and was speaker of that body in 1894. He 
was a major in the United States Army during the 
SpanishïAmerican War and saw service in Puerto 
Rico.  

 
After two failed 
attempts in 1895 and 
1899, Vardaman 
won the 
governorship in 
1903 and served one 
four-year term 
(1904ï1908). 
 
By 1910, his 
political coalition, 
comprising chiefly 
poor white farmers 
and industrial 
workers, began to 

describe themselves proudly as "rednecks", even 
to the point of wearing red neckerchiefs to 
political rallies and picnics. Vardaman advocated 
a policy of racism against African Americans, 
even to the point of supporting lynching in order 
to maintain his vision of white supremacy.  
 

Vardaman was elected to the U.S. Senate and 
served one term lasting from 1913 until 1919, 
having been defeated in his reelection bid in 
1918. The main factor in his defeat was his 
opposition to the Declaration of War which had 
enabled the United States to enter World War I. 
Vardaman sought to return to the Senate in 1922, 
but was defeated in the Democratic runoff by 
Congressman Hubert Stephens by 9,000 votes. 
  
Vardaman was known for his provocative 
speeches and quotes, once calling Theodore 
Roosevelt a "little, mean, coon-flavored 
miscegenationist." In reference to the education 
of black children, he remarked, "The only effect 
of Negro education is to spoil a good field hand 
and make an insolent cook." 
 
He died on June 25, 1930 at the Birmingham 
Hospital in Birmingham, Alabama at the age of 
68. 
 
Dennis Murphree, native of Calhoun County, 
member of the Murphree newspaper family, and 
later governor himself, was 17 when Vardaman 
spoke at the huge campaign rally at Hollis' Bridge 
in July 1903. In 1945 Murphree recalled that day 
in an article in the Calhoun County Monitor-
Herald. 
 
"It would be hard for any man of this day to 
explain the hold that Vardaman had on what was 
called the "common people" of his day and time. 
He was, I think, the most striking and 
extraordinary personality I have known. 
 
On this day, he was clad in snow white, even his 
shoes and necktie were white. He was above the 
average in height, his hair was as black as a 
crow's wing, it was combed straight back over his 
head, and fell in waves all the way down to his 
shoulders. When he emphasized strongly some 
point, he raised his right hand with index finger 
pointed above his head, and swung his head from 
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side to side causing his long black hair to sway to 
and fro. Enemies said that he memorized his 
speeches and even stood before a mirror and 
practiced his gestures. Be that as it may, they 
were perfection in oratory and his delivery was 
superb. His eyes wwere coal black and his skin 
was swarthy, makiing him look like some Indian 
Prince. Perhaps because he knew well that he was 
in the hands of friends on that day, Vardaman 
was never better than when he spoke at Hollis' 
bridge and the great crowd hung on his every 
word and applauded him to the echo." 
  
Sources: Wikipedia and "The Way I Heard It - 
A History of Calhoun County" by Ken Nail 

 

Incorporation and Naming of 
the Post Office  

 
Incorporated as a village with 115 
inhabitants on December 30, 1904, as 
declared in the proclamation on the left, the 
village grew quickly. By July, 1905, the 
population had reached 323, making it 
eligible to be raised to the rank of a town.  
 
A second proclamation signed by Governor 
Vardaman and Joseph W. Power, Secretary of 
State, and recorded on August 1, 1905, stated that 
"Now, Therefore I Jas. K. Vardaman, Governor 
of the State of Mississippi, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and 

laws of the State, do issue this my Proclamation 
changing the name of the said Village of 
Vardaman to the Town of Vardaman and raising 
it to this second class, and it shall, from and after 
this date be known and designated as the Town of 
Vardaman and shall exercise all the rights and 
privileges conferred on municipalities of the 
second class...." 
 
Although the village and town were named 
"Vardaman" from the beginning, there was a 
problem with using that name for the post office. 
When the paperwork for incorporating the village 
was being prepared, the usual routine request 
went to the Post Office Department in 
Washington, D.C. to give the post office at 
Vardaman the same name as the village. 
However, Governor Vardaman had powerful 
enemies in Washington, one of which was the 
United States Postmaster General, Henry Clay 
Payne.Mr. Payne was a Republican politician. He 

had been the Postmaster of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and was a powerful and influential 
businessman, and he had supported Theodore 
Roosevelt. President Theodore Roosevelt 
appointed him as the Postmaster General in 
January 1902. James K. Vardaman edited and 
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published a newspaper, the Commonwealth, and 
he used it to attack anyone who disagreed with 
his views. One of these was Theodore Roosevelt 
When the petition to name the postoffice 
"Vardaman" arrived in the Post Office 
Department in May 1904, the staff began the 
usual investigation for naming post offices and 
uncovered the James K. Vardaman editorials. 
Upon reviewing these, one in particular was the 
excuse for the Department's refusal to name the 
post office after the governor. The Department 
stated: "The article in question was so vile and 
indecent in its statements concerning the mother 
of the president of the United States as to be unfit 
for reproduction. The Postmaster General did not 
esteem it proper to give a postoffice the name of 
any man who had used such languarge regarding 
any woman. The postoffice in question has been 
ordered established and given the name of 
Timberville." 

This led to the awkward need to differentiate 
between the two names. For example, business 
letterheads during this time usually stated the 
business name followed by "Vardaman, Miss. 
(P.O. Timberville)".  
 
This situation lasted until 1912. The Monitor, 
Pittsboro, Calhoun Co., Miss., Aug. 29, 1912, 
contained the information: "The daily papers last 
week contained a dispatch stating that the post 
office authorities had finally agreed to allow the 
name of the post office in this county known for 
the past several years as Timberville, located in 
the town of Vardaman, to be changed to 
Vardaman. The papers also stated that this 
change was due to the efforts of Congressman 
Sisson, who had worked long and faithfully 
toward this end." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Vardaman History Project 

10 
 

 

 

EARLY VARDAMAN  
Original Stores and Homes  

 
About 1902 as the new railroad survey was being completed for the Okolona branch line into eastern 
Calhoun County, people began to believe that a railroad was actually coming and they decided to start a 
town where the railroad was planned to cross the Ellzey-to-Atlanta road. Most of the land was in woods 
and most of it belonged to Mr. Jim Hill. A number of men banded together and laid out the town in lots, 
blocks and streets. 
 
By early 1904 the railroad was about five miles away and the settlement had really begun to grow. As 
the railhead edged closer, more families began arriving and one of these early families was that of J. T. 
McCord. 
 
In later years his son Murray McCord recalls their moving to Vardaman:  ñMy family moved from 
Pontotoc County to Vardaman in the fall of 1904. The Mobile & Ohio railroad had just been completed 
to Vardaman. The town seemed to be thriving already, the streets had been laid out and were 

crisscrossed with large virgin pine logs and 
framework of new houses was in evidence 
everywhere. 
 
The original store keepers were: N.R. 
(Dick) Lamar, McCord, Putman, Alfred 
Gilder, J.W. Hill, J.D. Richard &Co, R.M. 
Moseley, W. Embry, John M. Hanna Martin 
Owens, Gabe Winter, H.T. Gaines, Bill 
Gibson, W.A. Armstrong, Bill Overby, and 
one saloon operated by Dave Parker." 
 
"There was a sawmill that cut only gum into 
one-inch boards, a hickory mill [that] cut 
poles and shafts for buggies from hickory 

logs, and a stave mill that cut whiskey staves from red oak."  
 
"Along about 1906 or ó07 a bank was organized and opened up in one corner of Dick Lamarôs store 
which was the old two-story building that stood near the depot. About two years later a little building 
was built near the depot for the bank, which building is standing today and houses a small grocery store. 
R.E. (Bob) Atwell was the cashier, later Strat Haman took the job. About 1910 or ô12, E.A. Enochs 
came to Vardaman and assumed the job of cashier. He served until the bank was moved away in 1923." 
 
"A livery stable was operated by John Pounds and another man that I cannot name. It was started about 
1906." 
 
"Old Dr. Daughtery was in practice when the town was started. Dr. G.G. Armstrong began practice in 
1904." 
 
"Martin Owens store stood on the site of the present hardware store. It was a hardware and furniture 
store, it burned about 1907. Sometime later the Goza brothers purchased the lot and erected a frame 
iron-clad building and opened a new hardware store." 
 
"Some of the Original families: Starting on the east side of town, C.R. Vanhorn lived about 1/3 mile east 
of the depot and south of the railroad. Later Mrs. Kirkpatrick built a home on the north side of the RR 
and in front of the C.R. Vanhorn home." 
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"West of Mrs. Kirkpatrick and facing the RR was 
the home of Dad Gatlin and his family. He was 
fireman at the hickory mill [which was] just 
across the RR from his home and owned by 
Pioneer Pole & Shaft Co. North of the Gatlin 
home stood a little three-room house which was 
rented to various people. Alonzo Kyleôs house 
was a little further east near the school property. 
There was another home on this avenue on the 
site of the Hamilton home but I donôt remember 
who lived there. Going north from this avenue 
and on the west side stood Dr G.G. Armstrong 
home. On the east side of the street was the G.R. 
Kimball [Mrs. Kimball (Minnie Evans)] home. 
Next house north was the H.T. Gaines home. On 
the west side of the street in front of Gaines stood 
Dr. E.B. Youngôs home. Next north of Dr. Young 
was R.E. Goza home, and across in front of Goza 
was Mr. C.R. Sisler. North of Sisler and on the 
north side of the next avenue was the original 
G.R. Kimball home. C.R. [ñClaudeò] Whittle 
later lived there. West of this house stood a little 
house occupied by Tom & Hattie Baland" [or 
Boland? In parenthesis is penciled in ñteacherò] 
 
"Starting on the north end of Russell Street stood 
a little boxed house where the family of Dr. 
Gillespie, a dentist, lived. South of Gillespie and 
sometime later H.B. Morrow built his home. Next 
further south was the G.W. Dowdy home, and 
across Russell Street on the west side was Oliver 
Martinôs home later occupied by Little Sam 
Scarborough. Going down Russell Street south of 
the Martin was the J.T. McCord home - the Mrs. 
Lamars home- then the Tom Walton home facing 
the water tank - then Mr Paxtonôs home, donôt 
know his first name or initials. He was rather fat 
and white headed, he had a little granddaughter 
about six years old with long curls, she was real 
cute, and she called the bitter weeds that grew all 
over the streets 'Vardaman Geraniums.'" 
 
"On the east side of the street and starting just 
south of G.W. Dowdyôs place lived S.W. 
Scarborough and continuing south was W.J. 
Overby then S.V. Christin [sic] (in front of Tom 
Walton) then a Craig family in front of Paxton, 
then another house (just back of W.M. McCord 
home) lived a saw mill worker donôt know his 
name. Marion Blue later lived there. Starting on 
the east side of Main street going north from 
Gabe Winter drug store the Baptist [ñchurchò 
penciled in] was built during the years 1906-7 
and ô08, then the Byars, then a rental house and 
then McCord property lived Ed McCallough, then 
considerably further north was R.M. Moseleyôs 
home but it faced the avenue. Then D.D. Blueôs 

home. Across the avenue facing south stood a 
home once occupied by G.M. Herring (Pene), 
donôt know who originally lived there. Then 
down the hill further north Cal Fleming lived. 
About 200 yards further north was the home of an 
old gentleman named Gable and his wife they had 
two sons, R.A. & Victor Gable, about ¼ mile 
further was the Greene Dye home. About ½ mile 
further north and outside the corporate limits, R. 
G. Young built a home, which was later owned 
by J.D. Edmondson." 
 
"Crossing over to west side and starting south, T. 
Rich Ferguson lived in a house a little nearer 
town then the Greene Dye home. The P.C. 
Maddox family later lived there. Then B.W. 
Naron lived in what you would remember as the 
Eck Herring place, next Lee A. Sandersons home 
Directly back of Sanderson lived a man named 
Lucian Brevard and his family. Let me diverge a 
minute and get the school house in here. It was a 
two-story frame building located directly north of 
the Brevard home on the hill."  
 
J. Edgar Powell taught the first school here. Next 
was J. Edgar Powellôs home. A road once went 
west between Sanderson and Powell homes, then 
turned north directly to the school. "The next 
home south was J.D. Waltons, then Thomas W. 
Young, then Alfred Gilder, then Bodieôs boarding 
house, then the livery stable. Directly back of the 
livery stable was J.N. Pounds home and further 
west was John M. Hannaôs home." 
 
"Going west out of the business district south side 
was Mrs. Clara Crawfords home, then J.D. 
Richards and then Wiley Embry. Hollie Embry 
lived just south of Wiley Embry. On the north 
side of this avenue and in front of J.D. Richard 
was the home of T.J. Richard. Then across 
Hawkins Street was J.W. Hillôs home, and further 
west was the home of Mrs. Belle Philpot and her 
son and daughter Van and Jimmie Lee." 
 
"Going north on Hawkins Street, J. Emerson 
Whitehorn on the west side, then E.I. Hawkins, 
then Sam T. Hawkins then John T. Hawkins. 
Then on past the school house then westward on 
the north side was the home of Levi Ferguson. 
Turning back past the school house about two 
blocks on the east side of Hawkins Street started 
an avenue with only one home on it which the 
home of William Armstrong. Let me back up and 
go on past Levi Ferguson to the home of William 
P Vanhorn which was about 200 yds. off the road. 
Back past the Armstrong home going south was a 
small rental house on the T.W. Young property."
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This concludes most of the original settlers in the town of Vardaman (Timberville P.O.) Very few other 
houses have been built within the original town corporate limits. My father J.T. McCord was the first 
mayor He used to fine Dave Parker every Saturday for selling whiskey. Parker would pay his fine, then 
invite everyone present to come have a drink on him." 
 
The first mayor (1904) was J.T. McCord, and the first town clerk was J.E. Powell. The second mayor 
(1907) was E. I. Hawkins and the second town clerk was J. E. Whitehorn. The third mayor (1909) was 
T. W. Young and J. E. Whitehorn continued as the town clerk.  
 
Embry store photo from J.E. Clark's compilation, boarding house photo by Zilla Spencer 

 
 
 
 

EARLY DOWNTOWN VARDAMAN  
 
The following sketch was made by Essie Whitehorn Cochran to show the location of the various stores 
and homes in "downtown" Vardaman as she remembered them.  
 
Any map is only a snapshot in time, and this sketch doesn't necessarily mean that all of these buildings 
were there at the same time. She indicates that the sketch "goes back to 1915" and may include buildings 
that were built after then. 
 
Note that Highway 8 comes into Vardaman from the south and then turns west in the middle of town 
and goes in front of the Greenslade, Young, Richards, and Embry houses. 
 
The railroad and its siding that allowed freight cars to be loaded from the gin and the Collins planing 
mill is shown near the top of the sketch. 
 
The bottom of the sketch is north, the top is south.   
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The main railroad track runs along where the modern highway 8 is located.  There is a siding track to the 
south of the main track where cars could be positioned to load cotton seed, planed lumber, and other 
cargo. 
 
 
 

Mrs. Essie Whitehorn CochǊŀƴΩǎ {ƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Layout of Early Vardaman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




